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Field Crops Newsletter:

January 4, 2002

In General:
Another entire year has passed, and we now start the second year of this millennium. For agriculture, there are few
encouraging signs. The national economy continues in recession, a condition which at times in history has improved agriculture.
However, never before in history have conditions existed in which tremendous quantities of food and fiber have been brought into the
country, in direct competition with our farmers. We therefore cannot predict how this recession will affect agriculture.
Uncertainty is the best term I can think of to describe the situation surrounding discussions of a new farm bill. Many were
optimistic that a new bill would be formulated and adopted soon enough to allow us to get used to it before another crop, however with
every passing day the chance of this happening becomes much less likely. Without a clear course for the 2002 crop, lenders will be
very hesitant to go forward with financing.
As is the case in most years, these early months of the year are times of doubt. I dread this time of year because these
conditions dampen interests in new ideas. Without innovation we become stale. About the only positive thing is that we have
continued to learn how to do more with less and less. Before long the old saying that has been around for years will be true; “we have
done so much with so little for so long that we can now do anything with nothing.”
Cotton:

In this edition I am just going to talk about varieties. The results are in now, and you can begin to decide which new varieties
to plant in 2002. I am attaching portions of the tests to this letter. The variety test location near Durant ,which many of you visited,
produced the highest yields in the hills, and the yields there were only barely exceeded by one location at Clarksdale in the delta.
Thanks to Jeff Parkinson for allowing us to have the cotton variety test on his farm. See reverse for the complete Durant test.
The top variety at Durant was a conventional cotton; Fibermax 966. This variety was also the top variety overall in the hills.
Close contenders in the top five at Durant were Fibermax 958, Phytogen PSC355, Stoneville 4691B, and Stoneville 4892BR.
I am attaching the three year averages (means) for both the hills and the delta. Although it’s great to have a good local test,
we still need to pay more attention to how well these varieties perform over the long term, and the three year means are the best
information we have. When you look at these results, I believe you will be able to begin selecting your varieties for 2002.
Corn:

Attached you will see copies of the three year summaries for the early and late Mississippi corn variety trials. Keep in mind
that Area I is the Black Belt, Area II is the Upper Coastal Plain and Brown Loam areas, and Area III is the delta. Many of the entries
have not been tested for the full three years, and some have been tested for two years. While many of the newer entries performed
well in 2001, I would suggest you consider carefully the long term yields, plus the fact that the seed company has thought enough of
these varieties to keep them in their programs for longer periods.
Grain Sorghum:
Several of you have expressed an interest in grain sorghum for the 2002 crop. A variety trial was conducted for the first time
in several years, but it was done on clay soil in Washington County at Stoneville. The top five varieties were Garst AP2838, Asgrow
A459, Pioneer 83G66, DynaGro 751B, and Garst 5515, however there was no statistical difference among the top dozen entries. Let
me know if you need these results, and I will send them to you.
Final Thought:
I started this letter with pessimism; I will try to end it with optimism. With agriculture, things often look worst just before they
get better. The only thing we can do is plan for another year. Who knows; there may be a pony under this pile of ____ after all☺ I did
not forget about soybeans; I will cover them next time.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent/Agriculture

